
Student Ministries Summer Trip 2023
Seekers at Scioto Hills Christian Camp

June 25 - 30   |    Cost is $225   |   Open to students in grades 9-12

Southgate Student Ministries has an exciting summer experience planned for our high school 
students - we are going to be Seekers at Scioto Hills! This experience is open to all students 
who are currently in 9th-12th grade (yes, that includes graduating seniors). Continue reading 
below to learn more and contact Pastor Pat with any questions!  

WHAT IS SEEKERS? 

Seekers is a student leadership opportunity at Scioto Hills Christian Camp during the 
summer. Scioto Hills invites local church youth groups to partner with them for a week of 
camp during the summer. That partnership includes leading the chapels for New Frontier 
Camp (2nd-5th graders), helping with service projects around camp, leadership development, 
team Bible study & bonding experiences, and other classic camp experiences teenagers love!

Seekers is actually part of an acronym that stands for Study the Scriptures daily, Encourage the 
saints, Equip the servant, and Keep the faith. The Seekers Purpose Statement from Scioto Hills 
is: to encourage student leaders to develop spiritual leadership and organizational skills through 
searching the Scriptures and ministering to others and to develop a heart for selfless service to others for 
the glory of God and furtherance of His Kingdom.

WHY SEEKERS? 

We took a team of students last summer (2022) and it was incredibly fruitful for our students 
to help them grow as student leaders and develop deeper friendships with students and 
leaders from Southgate. I am excited to be going back this summer for many reasons, some of 
which are:

1. Seekers strengthens our longstanding partnership with Scioto Hills. Southgate has been 
partnering with Scioto Hills for things like summer camp, student ministries retreats, men’s 
retreats, couples retreats, and more for years. This is an opportunity to serve Scioto Hills 
like they have served us for so many years! 

2. Seekers helps move students from consumers to contributors by giving them appropriate 
roles to serve. Many of our students have attended summer camp or a Fall Retreat at Scioto 
Hills and have benefited from their ministry. This experience gives them a chance to grow 
and serve rather than just enjoy the camp setting! 

3. Seekers is a camp experience for high school students at a fraction of the cost. Since 
Seekers is in our own “backyard” of southern Ohio there is no need for expenses like 
flights, rental cars, etc. The cost for Seekers ($225) is actually cheaper than a normal week of 
camp! 



4. Seekers provides opportunities for high school students to build relationships with each 
other and with leaders. Much like a retreat, a week at Seekers gives students an 
unparalleled amount of time with each other (somewhere in the range of 125+ hours!) This 
is a great chance to get to know one another and develop deep friendships with other 
followers of Jesus, as well as with our youth leaders who will be going as well! 

5. Seekers provides opportunities for high school students to build relationships with 
younger kids from our church. Since our Seekers will be leading chapels and serving at 
camp the same week we are sending kids to camp, many of the kids they interact with will 
recognize them from VBS or other ministries at Southgate. What a great chance for our 
younger kiddos to see our students stepping up to serve Jesus! 

6. Seekers is a ton of fun! Seriously, it is. We had a blast last year ago and are still talking 
about stories and memories from that trip. Furthermore, camp is a great environment to 
learn about God, grow with one another, and have fun at the same time!  

WHEN IS SEEKERS? 

We will be sending a team of Seekers to Scioto Hills during the same week we are sending kids 
to New Frontier Camp (2nd-5th graders) and Alpha Camp (5th-8th graders). That week is 
Scioto Hills’ Week 3: Sunday June 25 - Friday June 30. Scioto Hills has adjusted their schedule 
from years past so instead of camp running from Monday-Saturday it will run Sunday-Friday.

Seekers will have specific roles that require preparation, particularly related to the chapel 
sessions. There will be multiple required training sessions this Spring & Summer that will help 
our team grow together & be prepared to serve Scioto Hills together. We will do our best to 
schedule training sessions for times that work for the largest majority of our team. We will 
communicate the dates and times for those training sessions once our team is assembled! 

HOW CAN I BE A SEEKER? 

We will be having an informational meeting about Seekers Sunday January 22 from 12:00-12:15 
to communicate the details you just read about here and much more. We would love for ALL 
high schoolers and their parents to attend that meeting, even if just to learn more. If you don’t 
typically stay for Equip U, make plans to come back afterwards for our short meeting! 

Click here to register online to be a Seeker this summer. Applications are due on or before 
February 12, 2022 so we can begin organizing our team and planning team meetings. 

Please contact Pastor Pat with any questions and begin praying if God desires for you to join 
our Seeker team this year! 

https://southgatechurch.org/seekers
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