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Praise God for His Goodness in Bringing us to this Phase.

God has shown his care by bringing to the Search Committee those who have areas of expertise to guide the detailed
process of preparing for the candidate search. We celebrate his faithful help and kindness for Southgate in answering
the many petitions for his help. Praise his namel

Psolm 106: 1-2

Praise the Lord! Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is gaod, for his steodfast love endures forever! Who con utter the
mighty deeds of the Lord, or declare all his praise?

Phase 5 - Candidate Engagement
The Search Committee enters the next steps in the pastoral search: Phase 5 - Candidate Engagement. Outlined below
are requests specific for these next steps. We covet your continued prayers with us.

Jomes 1:5

lf ony of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to oll without finding fault, and it will be given to
you"

. Applications, Resumes, References, & Sermons

o Pray for discernment and God's clear direction as the Search Committee and Elders read and listen to
communicatlons from candidates.

o Pray that this will be a time of unity as the SC works through this phase. Pray that we will be protected

from hurt feelings or other divisive wedges that our enemv would introduce.

o Pray that the Lord draws the attention of the SC to the man he has prepared for our church. Pray that
the SC members will discern how this candidate handles God's Word in sermons that the committee
members will be reviewing and in interviews they will conduct.

o Phone lnterviews
o Pray for clear communication among all who are part of the interview process, both in llstening well and

in speaking carefully in truth with grace.

o Reference Checks

o Pray for God's help as the Search Committee interacts with reference-that responses are truthful and

clea r.

Praving for the Pastor for whom we Search

o Prayforthe Lord's leadlng in the life of our next pastor, thatthe callof God to considerthe senior pastor
position at Southgate will be clear to him.

o Pray for those who will counsel him as he senses this call, that the Lord will grant those counselors

wisdom as they come alongside him.

o Pray that God will prepare the path for the transition that will be ahead for our next pastor and his

family. Pray for the hearts of all in his family circle to be receptive to the Lord's leading toward change.

And pray for good family communication between them.

o Pray for the church that currently is home for the pastor God has appointed for us. Pray their confidence
in the Lord and his grace will be strengthened. Pray for the Lord's purposes to be fulfilled in the life of
the man who God will call from their midst to Southgate.


