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Holy Week Resource Guide
“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: 

that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 

that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.” 

The Southgate Pastor-Elder team seeks to come alongside both members and regular attenders in our 
local body this week to remind you of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. This Holy Week 
Resource Guide has been developed to aid in reflection, preparation, and worship as we as a church 
move through Holy Week. In the following pages, you will find Scriptures to read, questions to ponder or 
discuss, and ways to respond on Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. 

Click the following links to access some resources that are Gospel-centered and Christ-exalting. 

•Easter by J.D. Greear is a five-part video series on RightNow Media teaching how Jesus died for us so 
He could be alive in us today. 
•Seeds of Easter is a compilation of Scripture-based songs for kids with motions to help them remember 
the true meaning of Easter. 
•Holy Week at Southgate is a playlist featuring the songs we will be singing at the Good Friday and Eas-
ter Sunday services, as well as some others that will incline our hearts to Christ. 

May these resources and guides prove encouraging to you as you remember Christ’s death, burial, and 
resurrection this year! 

In Christ, 
Southgate Pastor-Elder Team 

Many questions and reflections are adapted from Focus on the Family’s Celebrate Easter at Home Guide

I Corinthians 15:3-4

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/477705
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/KidsSeries/330301?episode=1
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/65sWzunt7y34JjiUxghP9e?si=e1a7ad2eb2e342bc


Maundy Thursday 
Demonstrating love through sacrificial service. 

Jesus told us that loving God means that we must also love our neighbor (Mark 12:30-31). Christ 
demonstrated how, through sacrificially serving others, we can show His love to those around us. For 
instance, Jesus showed love to His disciples by serving them and washing their feet. We are called to 
love one another in the same way. How can you show Christ’s love to those around you today? 

Passages to Read
•John 13:1-17
•John 13:31-35
•I Corinthians 11:23-26

Questions to Ponder/Discuss
•How does the culture define love? Does it match up with how Jesus demonstrated love? 
•In what ways are we showing (or not showing) love to each other in our family? What makes it hard to 
love each other? 
•How can we show love through service to our friends and neighbors? 

Ways to Respond
•By the end of each day, write down one new way to show love to a family member. 
•Come up with an idea of how to serve a friend or neighbor and do it tomorrow. 



Good Friday
Grace and forgiveness are found at the cross. 

Jesus’ death and resurrection brought about grace and forgiveness in this world. The barriers that sin 
had once created between us and God have been torn down. We have been invited into a powerful and 
loving relationship with Christ and have the opportunity to extend that same grace and forgiveness that 
He showed us toward others. God’s grace and forgiveness gives us freedom from shame so that we can 
step into what God has called us to be, what He’s called us to do, and to continue His ministry of 
reconciling people to Him. 

Passages to Read
•Mark 15:21-41
•Luke 23:39-43
•Isaiah 53:3-7

Questions to Ponder/Discuss
•What does grace and forgiveness look like? 
•When is it easy to forgive and when is it hard? 
•Think about a time where someone gave you grace or forgiveness when it wasn’t deserved. How does 
this relate to Jesus’ death? 

Ways to Respond
•List ways to be more gracious and forgiving to others when they hurt your feelings, are unkind, or judge 
harshly something you have done. 
•Make some goodies and take them to a friend or neighbor. 
•Watch the movie The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe.



Holy Saturday
Intentional faith and belief in the midst of doubt. 

The day after Jesus’ death surely must have tested the faith of the disciples. Jesus, their expected 
deliverer, had been brutally killed and was now buried in the grave. Perhaps some of the disciples 
remembered His promises to return, but others surely doubted. God was asking them for intentional faith 
and belief in a time when the future seemed unclear. In times when we too are waiting and are uncertain 
of the future, how can we continue to intentionally pursue our trust and faith in God?

Passages to Read 
•Matthew 27:57-66
•John 19:38-42
•2 Corinthians 5:21

Questions to Ponder/Discuss
•How can we have faith and believe in something that we can’t see? 
•Do you sometimes doubt your faith, especially when things get hard? 
•What can we learn from the way David kept his faith when he faced so many difficulties in his life? 
•How has God come through for you when you have struggled? 

Ways to Respond
•Brainstorm and write a list of promises from God in the Bible. How do those promises give you hope and 
faith in the midst of hard times? 

•Write a statement of faith and include what you believe in. Then, come up with a creative way to display it 
in your home and share it with others. 



Easter Sunday
Gratitude for hope found in Christ’s resurrection. 

Christ’s resurrection brings an incredible hope that we can have in our daily lives. Gratefulness for that 
hope can shape how we live our lives each and every day. Gratitude can shape our hearts and make 
us open to sharing God’s hope with those around us; it is the gateway to kindness. How can you show 
gratitude today?

Passages to Read 
•Matthew 28:1-10, 16-20 
•Luke 24:1-12, 36-52
•Romans 6:8-11 
•1 Peter 1:3

Questions to Ponder/Discuss
•Are you more likely to be grateful or grumble when you get up in the morning or go about your day? 
•What specifically can you be thankful for right now? 
•How can you show gratitude to your family, friends, neighbors, and to God? 

Ways to Respond 
•Make a gratitude jar and write notes throughout the day of what you are grateful for. Read these notes 
during a meal and celebrate God for all that He has done. 
•Create an album on your phone called “Gratitude”. Throughout the month of April, take a picture when-
ever you see or experience something that you are grateful for and add it to the album. Next month, go 
back through your phone and give thanks for all that God has blessed you with. 


